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The Twin Cities love to 
show up on the “best 

of” and “worst of” list









“…. these conditions and actions reflect a 
prevailing belief that the vulnerable are unworthy 
of investment, protection, or even the most 
fundamental provisions of the social contract. As a 
result, they can be erased and abandoned and 
left to die.”

– Marc Lamont Hill, Nobody







Key Points and Learnings from MET 
Council Work

• Creation of Equity In Place
• A need to shift narrative around public policy

• Concentrated poverty versus concentrated wealth
• Acknowledging Met Councils responsibility in 

pervading inequity with BBS
• Role of transit investment in 

gentrification/displacement





Investing in 
engagement should be 

in the context of 
building the capacity 

of the organizing 
community



Key Concepts for 
Community Organizing:

Community organizing is about building power in 
communities that have been robbed of it

Marginalized people have been primarily denied their 
agency to be creators of their own context

Equity is a project of personal healing in tandem with 
societal material redistribution

We need to retrain our ears to listen to voices we are 
conditioned to ignore and/or discount
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“Leaders who do not act dialogically, but 
insist on imposing their decisions, do not 
organize the people--they manipulate 
them. They do not liberate, nor are they 
liberated: they oppress.”

Paulo Freire, Pedagogy of the Oppressed



BIPOC 
COMMUNITY

EQUITABLE POWER IN 
DECISION MAKING



TANGIBLE ACTIONS FOR EQUITABLE 
DECISION MAKING

1. Build community capacity to understand 
transportation more complexly

2. Resource community organizations/groups to 
do organizing work for projects and beyond 
projects

3. If you give yourself months to understand and 
develop a project, don’t give community hours 
to understand and comment

4. When concerns/ideas go beyond the scope of 
the project, then expand the scope of project



Key Resources
- Paulo Freire’s “Pedagogy of the Oppressed”
- Marc Lamont Hill’s “Nobody”
- Ta-Nehisi Coates’ “The Case for Reparations”
- Rap music

- Kendrick Lamar’s Good Kid, MAAD City
- Mobb Deep’s The Infamous

- Engage the philosophies just as much as you 
engage the technicalities of your work
- Critical race theory, corrective racial justice, 

reparations, agency



“Won't reparations divide us? Not any more 
than we are already divided. The wealth gap 

merely puts a number on something we feel but 
cannot say - that American prosperity was 

ill-gotten and selective in its distribution. What 
is needed is an airing of family secrets, a 

settling with old ghosts. What is needed is a 
healing of the American psyche and the 

banishment of white guilt.” 
― Ta-Nehisi Coates, The Case for Reparations

https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/50453470



